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	MLA Citation Style
Group Activity


When creating academic projects, you must gather information from various sources and incorporate the ideas of scholars and subject experts into your final product.  Ethics of academic research require that you give appropriate credit to those who created this information.  Presenting someone else’s ideas as your own constitutes plagiarism and is not tolerated in academic communities.  “Appropriate credit” is given by including a correctly formatted list of references with your final product.

What does “correctly formatted” mean?
Correct formatting means organizing your list of sources in a precise way so that your reader can easily locate and read the original book or article that you have referenced in your project.  Entries in a telephone book are consistently organized so that you know immediately where to locate a last name, first name, street address and telephone number.  In the same manner, following a citation style presents the elements of your cited sources in such a way that your reader can easily identify authors, titles, page numbers, etc.
	What is a citation?
A citation contains the information that your reader needs to locate your original source.  For example, the citation for an article in a journal includes the following elements:

· Author(s)

· Article title

· Journal title

· Volume, issue, and page numbers




One of the many accepted citation formats is MLA Citation style.  For your research project, you will be arranging your list of references according to MLA Citation style.  This activity provides an opportunity for you to practice formatting citations for several different sources using the MLA style.
1. Make sure that your group has access to the writer’s manual for this course.
2. Place the elements of the citation in the correct order.

3. Add appropriate punctuation, labels, etc. and indicate appropriate font formats (e.g. italics, bold, etc.).

Elements of a journal article citation.
	Cohen, John
[article author]
	The New World of

Global Health
[article title]

	Science
[journal title]
	311
[volume]

	2006
[publication year]
	162 – 167
[pages]

	Jan. 13
[publication date]
	Article
[document type]


Elements of a book chapter citation.

	Kramer, Elizabeth J.

and William B. Bateman
[chapter authors]
	Diabetes mellitus

[chapter title]

	Immigrant Women’s Health:
Problems and Solutions

[book title]
	San Francisco
[publisher location]

	Jossey-Bass Publishers
[publisher]
	1999
[publication year]

	155-161
[page numbers]
	Elizabeth J. Kramer,

Susan L. Ivey, and

Yu-Wen Ying
[book editors]


Elements of an online journal article citation.

	What Luther got Wrong
[article title]
	Steinmetz, David C.
[article author]

	Christian Century
[journal title]
	122.17 (2005)
[volume, issue and publication year]

	Concordia College Lib.,

Moorhead, MN.

[access location]


	23-36
[page numbers]

	Academic Search Premier
[database name]
	10 Feb. 2006

<http://search.epnet.com>

[date of access and web address]


Elements of a web page citation.

	Franklin, Donald J.
[page author]
	Depression – Information

and Treatment
[page title]

	16 Jan. 2003
[last updated]
	10 Feb. 2006
[date of access]

	<http://www.psychologyinfo
.com/depression/>
[web address]
	Web Page
[document type]
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