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	Locate and Evaluate
a Reference Source


Reference sources are an important starting point for any research project.  They are a great place to find general information on a topic.  Consulting a specialized encyclopedia can make you aware of issues or events you hadn’t considered.  Reading a statistical source can help you formulate a stronger argument.  Follow the steps below to locate and evaluate a reference source on your topic.
1. To locate books in the library, you will need to search the library’s online catalog, MnPALS.

Go to the library’s homepage.  >>  http://library.cord.edu

Click on the MnPALS link.


2. Enter a keyword that describes the general subject area that includes your topic.
	Example Searches
Your topic is:
Search for:
“oil drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge”

environment*
“fad diets and health”
nutrition or health*
“bilingual education for students in primary grades”

Educat*



	What does the “*” mean?
Place “*” at the end of a word in MnPALS to search for multiple endings (e.g. educat* will locate education, educating, educational, etc.).


3. Select “Reference” from the “Library to search” drop-down menu, and click on “Search.”


4. When your search results appear, note call number(s) for the source that you would like to explore.  Find the volume or volumes in the Reference collection and start with the index or the table of contents to see if your narrowed topic is covered.

Reference Title:  __________________________________________________________

Location (call number):  __________________________________________________


5. Evaluate your reference source.


Here are some evaluative questions you may wish to consider:

How well does this source cover your topic?  Is the coverage in-depth?  Is this a source you would recommend to someone else working on a similar topic?  Is the language understandable or is the writing too technical?  Are the author’s credentials listed?  Do you feel that this author is a qualified expert on your topic?  When was this article published?  How does the date of publication relate to your topic?  Is current information important for your topic or do you need older materials? 

Your Evaluation
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