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	Comparing Online Reference Sources


Wikipedia has become popular source for basic definitions and general information.  While many entries in Wikipedia may be accurate, some information presented may come from questionable authors and should be carefully evaluated.  For this assignment, you will compare information from Wikipedia with information available in the library’s online reference collection.
Look up the No Child Left Behind Act in each of the following: 
Hint:  Put quotation marks around the phrase to focus your search results – search for “no child left behind.”
· CREDO reference
Select eReference Shelf from the Research Tools menu on the library homepage.  From this list, select CREDO reference.  

· CQ Researcher
Select CQ Researcher from the “Quick Links” list on the library homepage. 


· Wikipedia
http://www.en.wikipedia.org

Using these sources, answer the following questions.

1. Which source presents the most current information?  How could you tell?
2. Which source presents the most comprehensive description of the Act?  What led you to this assessment?
3. Who is the author of the information presented?  Why might this be an important question to consider?
4. Click on the “Discussion” tab in the Wikipedia entry.  What is the purpose of this “discussion?”  Could it be useful for academic research on this topic?
5. Would you recommend any of these sources to a friend writing a paper on this topic?
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