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	Trace a Study


Popular press magazines such as Time and Newsweek often report on research studies.  However, the presentation in a magazine versus the original presentation in a scholarly / academic journal may be very different.  For this assignment, you will compare these types of articles.  Follow the steps below.

1. Select and read a magazine article from the list below.


Barrett, Jennifer.  “Playing the Waiting Game.”  Newsweek 23 May 2005: 79. (Topic:  Prostate cancer)

Cotliar, Sharon and Linda Stern.  “Low-carb gets Doc’s OK.”  People 31 May 2004: 118.  (Topic:  Low-carb dieting)

Lemonick, Michael and Alice Park.  “Should you be Tested?” Time 17 Jan. 2005: 67.   (Topic:  CRP levels and high cholesterol)
Wallis, Claudia, Noah Isackson, and Sora Song.  ”The Down Dilemma.”  Time 21 Nov. 2005: 64-65.  (Topic:  Prenatal screening for Down’s Syndrome)
2. After reading the journalist’s report on the study, trace the study back to its original publication.  To “trace” your study:


· Search in the Academic Search Premier.

· Try searching for the name of the original researcher.

· Try searching for the name of the original project.

· Try limiting your search to the journal that is named in the magazine article.

· If you are having trouble, talk with a reference librarian.

3. Finally, read the original report.  Compare and contrast the two articles in a short reaction paper (300-500 words).  Your paper should address similarities and differences (e.g. language (general or technical), intended audience, content (graphs, charts, etc.), length, etc.).
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